are sparse. Google Trends is a useful website that provides data on the relative search volume of queries and topics over time and across geographical areas (worldwide, country, city). It allows seasonal and long-term assessment of trends in public interest. It is currently used in health care research [3] .
Discussion
Our results reveal that there is a considerable and consistent interest in tattoos in Latin America. We cannot extrapolate from Google Trends data the relative prevalence of tattoos in Latin American countries compared to other countries. We can only comment that the prevalence of tattoos in the USA is 29%, while it ranks 11 here [2] . Our findings suggest the necessity of researching the epidemiology of tattoos in Latin American countries. We failed to find large studies about tattooing in general populations in South America [4] . However, Latin American football teams enrolled in the FIFA World Cup 2018 had the highest prevalence of tattooed players [5, 6] . This high prevalence among young players may illustrate the current trend in those countries. The seasonal variations regarding search volumes may be related to an increased interest in tattoos during summer and sunny periods. Individuals display their tattooed skin, which may trigger interest for others. Besides, news media may also favor tattoo-related articles during this period of the year, which would increase the search volume during that period. The limitations of our studies are well-known:
Google Trends is not a real epidemiological instrument and only individuals with access to the Internet can be accounted for. In Latin America, only 57% of the population uses the Internet, compared to 77% in the USA and 86% in Australia [7] . Thus, the population is not fully representative of the general population.
Acknowledging the limits of our study, it appears that there is a current and important interest in tattoos in Latin America. Further studies about tattooing and its impact on the general population is warranted on the Latin continent.
Key Message
Google Trends analysis shows an increased search volume for the topic "Tattoo" between 2004 and 2018 with summer peaks and from Latin American countries.
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